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Abstract:

The Other and Linguistic Structure in Abbasid Prose

A Study of Selected Models

The subject of the study dealt with the other and the linguistic structure in Abbasid
prose. The research stopped at some selected models of rhetoric, wills, disputes, and
letters, deducing the role of linguistic styles and structures in revealing the other in
its various forms. Since the Abbasid era witnessed many events, which produced
for the Abbasid environment many images of the external other, the writer was
clearly influenced by the culture of the other in his creativity, so he dialogued with
it, discussed it, and argued with it in order to prove or destroy it.
The linguistic styles in Abbasid prose contributed to the emergence of the other in
all its forms. It also clarified the relationship between the self and the other. As
literary figures, writers, and caliphs expressed in their prose texts their vision of rule
and caliphate, it revealed their artistic ability to attract the attention of the recipient
and stimulate his mind through their reliance on a wonderful style governed by
logical arguments that reveal the relationship of the self to the other, Arab and non-
Arab alike.
This was evident in the style of repetition, interrogation, command, and style of
introduction and delay. Al-Jahiz referred to the characteristics of the other/the
caliph through the interrogative style and its various connotations, all of which
came to contribute in turn to forming the image of the other/the Praiseworthy the
Sultan, and to confirm his relationship with the ego/the ruled, which reveals to the
recipient the extent of The ego’s love for the other. The method of presentation and
delay has contributed to revealing the relationship between the self and the other
and the images of the other in its various forms, by presenting what deserves to be
delayed, and delaying what deserves to be presented, so the recipient seeks to
understand this different relationship and its purposes.

Keywords: the other; prose; methods; Compositions; language.
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