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The research aims to highlight the sources of reception adopted by the Mu’tazilites,
including reason, the Holy Qur’an, the widely transmitted Sunnah, and philosophy,
as well as secondary sources such as ancient religions like Samanism, Judaism,
Christianity, and Zoroastrian dualism, in addition to other sects like the Qadariyyah,
Jahmiyyah, and Kharijites. The study critically examines these sources in light of
the creed of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah.
The research also explores the methodology of the Mu’tazilites in reasoning about
theological issues, focusing on definitive and ambiguous texts, metaphors, and
interpretations. It further discusses their rational approach in addressing matters of
belief, such as their reasoning in affirming the oneness of Lordship (Tawhid al-
Rububiyyah) and the oneness of names and attributes (Tawhid al-Asma’ wa al-
Sifat), and critiques these approaches in light of the creed of Ahlus-Sunnah.
Additionally, the study examines the status of the Mu’tazilites in contemporary
contexts, concluding that the Mu’tazilites were influenced by other religions and
sects. While they affirmed the definitive authenticity of the Qur’an and the widely
transmitted Sunnah, they considered their meanings to be speculative—albeit with
internal differences. Moreover, they rejected solitary reports (Khabar al-Ahad) and
excessively elevated reason, making it the primary source of reception and
judgment over other sources. A Muslim who prioritizes reason over textual
evidence risks confusion, doubt, and skepticism.

Keywords: Mu’tazilites, Sources of Reception, Methodology, Reasoning.
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