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Research Concept:

This study addresses various issues related to the topic of li‘dn (mutual cursing),
especially those pertaining to the denial of lineage (nafi al-nasab) and the resulting
legal rulings.

i‘an refers to sworn testimonies reinforced by oaths, which take the place of the hadd
(prescribed punishment) for gadhf (false accusation of adultery) on the part of the
husband, and the hadd for zina (fornication or adultery) on the part of the wife. It was
legislated to preserve lineages (hifz al-ansab) and to ward off dishonor (ma‘arra) from
spouses. Li‘an is not valid except before a judge (qadi) or someone fulfilling his role.
Claiming lineage to someone other than one’s father, or for a man to falsely claim
paternity of a child he knows is not his, is among the major sins (kaba-* ir), due to the
resulting corruption and the alteration of what Allah Almighty has ordained.

A woman who has undergone li‘an and is pregnant is not entitled to residence in the
house of the one who performed li‘an against her, if he denies the pregnancy. She is
also not entitled to maintenance (nafaqah) if she is not pregnant—or if she is pregnant
but the pregnancy is denied.

It is recommended (yustahab) for the judge to supplicate during li‘an by saying: “O
Allah, make it clear (Allahumma bayyin),” so that Allah may reveal the resemblance,
and to deter women from engaging in such sinful acts.

There is no inheritance (tawaruth) between the husband and the child born after li‘an,
for li‘an severs the paternity from the husband and assigns the child’s lineage to the

mother.

(v4)
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