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Summary:

This research presents an analytical and juristic study of a matter of significant
importance: the influence of Islamic Sharia on shaping the media policy of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study aims to highlight the foundational religious
principles and values that underpin Saudi media policy, and to demonstrate how the
Kingdom has successfully established a media framework rooted in Islamic teachings
while simultaneously engaging with the challenges of modernity.

The researcher adopted a combined analytical and juristic methodology, tracing the
Sharia-based foundations that constitute the essence of Saudi media policy, and
reviewing the historical progression of media practices in the Kingdom—from the era
of King Abdulaziz (may Allah have mercy on him) to the present day. Particular
attention was given to the official provisions of Saudi media policy, which were
analyzed in light of their role in preserving creed (- aqidah), protecting national
identity, and safeguarding societal values.

The study is structured into four main chapters: a historical overview of Saudi media
policy; an exposition of official media directives; an analysis of policy content in light
of the higher objectives (maqa=id) of Islamic law; and finally, a discussion on the
impact of Saudi Vision Y'Y+ on the media landscape, emphasizing the harmony
between national developmental goals and the immutable principles of Sharia.

The findings confirm that Islamic Sharia remains the supreme reference for media
policy in the Kingdom, and that Saudi Arabia has achieved a unique balance between
authenticity and modernity—anchoring its media discourse in religious ethics while
advancing technologically. The study recommends continued periodic review of media
regulations to ensure alignment with both technological progress and Sharia objectives,
the promotion of a moderate Islamic media narrative, and the development of qualified
national cadres to uphold the media’s role in conveying the Kingdom’s message with

clarity, integrity, and professionalism.
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