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Abstract:

This study sheds light on the role of religious songs and hymns sung during Crusader
battles, glorifying the Crusader victories in the East, describing the Muslim defeats and
their dire situation, or sung during military victories or to motivate soldiers during
wars. Among these songs and hymns were those sung during the Battle of Antioch in
V4V AD/£3Y AH, which describe the Crusaders' exposure to dangerous perils,
sometimes to the point of eating the flesh of their own horses, dogs, and field mice,
even the flesh of slain Muslim soldiers. Priests and monks chanted a fervent,
hymnalongering: "Arise, O God, and let your enemies be scattered." Likewise, the
songs and hymns sung during the siege of Acre in °AY AH/VY3) AD described
Muslims as infidels, a savage herd of infidels, and the sons of Satan. The poet
Embroise, describing Muslims during the Crusader siege of Acre, says: “These
infidels, filthy, filthy people attacked us, fought us around our trenches, fired arrows,
and raided without pause.” He adds: “And they began to besiege Acre... and bravely
guarded the sea so that they could not destroy or seize the ships coming ashore.” He
says: “Let us devise some kind of tactic, and it will be good to repel and repel these
sons of Satan, who have imposed humiliation on us all day and seized and stolen our
horses at night.” Among these are the songs and hymns sung during the siege of
Jerusalem by the Khwarazmians, which depicted Muslims as brutal killers, assaulting
women and children, and desecrating holy sites. This occurred following the Muslims'
recapture of Jerusalem in 1¢Y AH/YY¢¢ AD. Among the hymns sung during military
victories or to motivate soldiers during wars is one sung after Imad ad-Din Zengi's
recapture of Edessa: "Edessa has fallen. You did not know it well, and hence the
Christians were surrounded, the churches were invaded and destroyed, and God was no
longer worshipped and revered there, and you were the ones who carried weapons."
And what was sung during the Crusaders' capture of Caesarea was: "In the year ) +)
we captured Caesarea by climbing the stairs and captured the Straton Tower, as the city

1s called".
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